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Valuable work has been done but domestic 
abuse still exists, finds Cordelia O’Neill

people we help are really just the tip of 
the iceberg in terms of people who suffer 
domestic abuse. Most people won’t come 
to us.”

Inequality between men and women in 
society lies at the heart of the problem of 
abuse, Susan says.

She said: “You only have to look at things 
like the representation of women in the 
Houses of Parliament or the Cabinet. 

“Women make up 50 per cent of the 
population, but we are not equally 
represented. If you want things to change, 
you need to have women talking about issues 
such as how women are represented, equal 
pay and childcare. 

“Historically, men have always had more 
power than women. Girls outperform boys 
at school and university, but then we seem 

to be discriminated against because 
of the facts of reproduction.

Women’s Aid will mark their 
40th anniversary in Glasgow 
with an event at St Andrews in 
the Square.

They are also holding a Past, 
Present and Future Exhibition 
at the Glasgow Women’s 
Library.

Anyone affected by abuse 
can contact them on 

0141 553 4088.

VIOLENCE against women is a 
problem that won’t go away, 
despite 40 years of work by 
Glasgow’s Women’s Aid.

As the organisation prepare to mark their 
four-decade anniversary in the city,  a senior 
staff member has warned they are as much 
needed as ever.

Training and development manager 
Susan Jack, pictured below, says women 
will continue to be abused physically and 
mentally by their partners unless serious 
action is taken to tackle the root of the 
issue.

And she believes that the situation could 
even get worse unless women are given more 
power within society.

Susan said: “We are 40 years on from 
where we started, and the problem is still 
here. There is more public awareness, which 
means people are coming forward. But there 
are no real steps being taken to tackle the 
roots of the problem. 

“We are reluctant to call this a celebration 
but we wanted to mark it as important. 

“I don’t think that there is evidence to 
make me think that Women’s Aid won’t be 
needed in another 40 years. 

“I think if anything, things might get 
slightly worse, with the media portrayal 
of women and pornography, which are 
changing the way women are seen by 
men. 

“I don’t think for one moment that 
we won’t be here unless we get more 
women into positions of power who 
say, ‘You really need to look at this 
problem and find answers,’

“Educating young people is an 
important start. 

“Attitudes have 
changed a bit, 
but there is still 
a long way to 
go. It is such 
a screwed-up 

society we have.”
Women’s Aid help 

women with emergency 
accommodation to 
escape an abusive 
p a r t n e r,  a s  w e l l  a s 
supporting them back into 
education or work and 
helping them build their 
lives again.

But Susan believes 
their clients only 
re p re s e n t  a  t i n y 

fraction of women 
who suffer abuse. 

She said: “The 

I don’t think that there is 
any evidence to make 
me think we won’t be 
needed in another 40 
years. If anything, I 
think things might get 
slightly worse
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