
A more equal world 
will protect victims

Decades of work is  
a reason for pride

most are 
invisible to 
the general 
public. 

Violence isn’t exclusively 
physical.  It can be emotional, 
sexual, financial,  
psychological, verbal and 
political.  It often occurs when 
a woman is deemed to have 
stepped outside a perceived 
gender role by an individual 
who seeks to exert control 
over her.

Thus, violence against 
women can be considered a 
a liberty crime because it 
centres on coercive control 
and restricts the freedom and 
safety of women. 

The GVAWP believes in the 
creation of a more equal 
society in order to improve 
the quality of lives of both 
men and women. 

This can be achieved 
through education, a more 
equal distribution of  work, 
caring and leisure activities  
and the eradication of 
gender discrimination.

By taking steps to  
tackling gender inequality, 
we will also be taking 
 the right preventative steps 
to end violence against 
women.

IN my role, I am all too aware of 
the devastating impact that 
violence against women has 
on those who suffer it. 

Scottish Government 
figures show that domestic 
abuse alone costs the public 
around £2.3billion each year, 
with £4billion needed to deal 
with the issue of violence 
against women generally. 

So, for the individuals who 
suffer it, and for the society 
that has to pay for it, the issue 
of violence against women 
cannot be underestimated.

The Glasgow Violence 
Against Women Partnership 
was established in 2000 and 
comprises multiple statutory 
and voluntary agencies 
throughout the city.

The GVAWP’s main function 
is to improve participation 
amongst our agency partners 
and the public, so that we are 
collectively able to provide 
better service and improved 
legal protection and help to 
prevent further abuse.

Violence against women, 
domestic abuse, rape, sexual 
violence, child sexual abuse, 
prostitution, stalking, 
harassment and harmful 
cultural practices happen 
every day in Glasgow – and 

from Police 
Scotland, 
who have 
made 
tackling domestic abuse and 
rape two of their top three 
priorities. 

Recent figures on domestic 
abuse have demonstrated 
once again the need to 
abolish the requirement for 
corroboration in criminal 
trials. This is a barrier to 
obtaining justice for the 
victims of crimes committed 
when no one else was there. 

While abolition alone will 
not resolve the problems in 
addressing sexual crime,  
we continue to work with all 
our partners to make sure the 
criminal justice system  
serves these victims as well as 
it can and to change  
attitudes.

There is, of course, a lot of 
debate at the moment about 
what kind of a country we 
want Scotland to be. 

For me, and I am sure that 
this is a view shared many of 
you, I want a Scotland where 
we respect each other, where 
we can speak out against rape, 
dating violence, sexual 
harassment, bullying and all 
forms of violent and abusive 
behaviour.

 It has no place in a Scotland 
for the 21st century.

FIRSTLY, may I congratulate 
Glasgow’s Women’s Aid on 
their 40th anniversary. 

This is a tremendous 
achievement and the 
organisation deserves 
enormous credit and 
recognition for all the women 
and families it has helped in 
that time.  

Violence remains far too 
prevalent in our society and 
for some is a frequent 
occurrence within the home 
– the very place we should feel 
safest. 

No one should doubt our 
determination and 
commitment to tackle 
domestic abuse and any other 
forms of violence against 
women in our society.

The Scottish Government 
are developing a national 
strategy to tackle all forms of 
violence against women and 
to offer more help and 
support for victims going 
through the justice system by 
putting their interests at the 
heart of these ongoing 
improvements. The strategy 
will be published in summer 
next year. 

We have also increased 
funding by 62 per cent since 
2007 to £34.5million to tackle 
this issue and we welcome the 
proactive and resolute 
response to domestic abuse 
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hit me too, so I know what it is like. 
I was always quite a quiet person, 
and I was young and I just lost 
my confidence. I felt I didn’t have 
anybody to turn to.

My parents had died, but the last 
thing my father said to me was, ‘If 
you get a chance, take it.’

Something happened with my son 
at school, and they just asked me, ‘Is 
your husband hurting you?’ and I 
thought of my dad, and I told them.

I found it difficult in the refuge. It 
was grim. There were seven women 
and 17 children in one house.  

But I remember my son used to 
say he loved it there. He would say, 
‘My mummy is happy. She doesn’t 
cry any more.’

When I applied for the job with 
Women’s Aid, I didn’t think I would 
get it. I left school at 15 and didn’t 
have any qualifications but someone 
said to me, ‘You are just as well-
qualified as anyone, because you 
have been through this.’

It doesn’t feel like 35 years. I love 
working with women and helping 
them to move on. I wanted to put a 
bit of what I got back in. 

I felt it was a miracle that 
something had come along to get me 
out of that situation. 

nonsense or abuse, and know that it 
is never going to change once it starts. 
Awareness and education are really 
important.

They need to learn that if you see 
signs, don’t think things are going to 
magically change.

Domestic abuse affects your whole 
life.  You lose your self-confidence, and 
you can’t make decisions. You stop 
going out, and you become more and 
more isolated.

It was mental abuse for me but he did 

From taking refuge to giving help

I felt that it was a miracle that  
something had come along to get me 
out of that situation.  I wanted to put 
something back  
Worker Janet McLeod

I don’t speak to the sister I loved because abuse scarred her so much
But then she started becoming 

more and more withdrawn and 
coming home to our parents’ 
house every weekend, instead of 
going out with her friends.

She also changed the way she 
dressed, and wore things that he 
had chosen and stopped wearing 
make-up and doing her hair.

If he called, she wouldn’t speak 
to him, but would tell us to say she 
was out with the dog or had gone 
to bed.  I suspected things were 

for being nice to him when he 
visited.

She has huge problems with trust, 
and tries to control every last detail 
of her life – I suppose because she 
feels she lost control so much.

My sister and I don’t even speak 
any more.

It breaks my heart, and I know it is 
because she has been so damaged 
by being mentally and physically 
attacked by someone who said he 
loved her.

was and start hammering on the 
door in the middle of the night.

When she eventually broke up 
with him, he attacked her, pulled her 
down the stairs by her hair and spat 
on her.

She moved to the other end of the 
country to get away from him but 
the abuse has harmed her 
relationship with the family.

She has said that I should have 
done more to help her and I let her 
down. She also blames our mother 

bad when I ended up moving in with 
her when the lease on my flat ended. 

She said there couldn’t be any sign 
that I was staying there and I would 
have to either go out or stay in my 
room.

When I asked why, she said he 
thought I was a bad influence.

She also told me that he had 
deleted all the male numbers on her 
phone.

She tried to leave him a few times 
but he would work out where she 

A job she loves  
Janet talks to reporter 
Cordelia about her 
time at Women’s Aid


